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Based on feedback from the recycling community, the 
McHenry County College (MCC) Sustainability Center is 
delighted to present a smaller, more succinct version of the 
Green Guide with the most recent and up-to-date information 
on: paint; household hazardous waste; electronics and TVs; 
batteries; polystyrene (Styrofoam); CFLs and fluorescent 
bulbs; appliances and motor oil. We still have all other 
categories, everything from tennis balls to thermometers, on 
our website at www.mchenry.edu/green. There you will find 
this version of the Green Guide and a list of the remaining 
items in a tab titled “Recycling A to Z.” The Sustainability 
Center always welcomes your call at (815) 479-7765 if you 
need more information. 

We are also creating a mailing list for the Green Guide and 
its updates. If you would like the Green Guide mailed to you 
in 2017, call us at (815) 479-7765 or visit the Sustainability 
Center website, www.mchenry.edu/green, and click on the 
tab titled “Sign-up form.” 

The information regarding recycling changes frequently. 
While we will not be issuing another paper copy until 2017, 
we will update our website at regular intervals. If you would 
like to receive an electronic copy of the updates, please visit 
www.mchenry.edu/green and click on the tab titled “Sign-up 
form.” We will not share, publish or use this mailing list in any 
way other than for Green Guides and Green Guide updates.  

We hope you find what you need in the 2016 Green Guide!

WELCOME TO THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE MCHENRY 
COUNTY GREEN GUIDE!
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EVENTS

>> What should you NOT put in your curbside recycling?
Most of us have access to a waste hauler that will take the basics: paper, plastics #1–6, glass, cardboard and 
aluminum. However, many of us are confused about some other items such as: 

1.	 Styrofoam such as egg cartons, meat trays, etc.: These are NOT recyclable in our curbside even though 
some of them have the recycling “triangle” on the bottom. Please don’t landfill it as there are many 
collection locations. See page 13.

2.	 Greasy pizza boxes: Even though you can recycle cardboard, if there is grease and/or food stains on the 
boxes, it should go into the trash as it compromises the recycling machinery. Feel free to cut off the top of 
the box (if it is clean) and recycle that!

3.	 Plastic shopping bags: These are a big no-no as they get caught up in the sorting machines at the recycling 
centers and cause all sorts of problems. Save them and then next time you go grocery shopping, recycle 
them at the entrance to the store. Better yet, bring your own bags!  

Paddle in the Park  |  Saturday, May 14, 2016, 10 a.m.–4 p.m., MCCD’s Hollows, Cary
Take a canoe, kayak, or stand-up paddleboard clinic or go for a test-paddle to find your favorite. General entry is 
free. A one-time $5 charge per person covers all clinics and test-paddles.

Lake Discovery Day 2016  |  Sunday, June 12, Noon–4 p.m., Crystal Lake West Beach 

Bike with Your Neighbor Amazing Ride  |  June 12, 2016 
Meet at Main Beach in Crystal Lake for a family bike ride, fun, prizes and t-shirts! For more info, visit 
www.crystallake.org.

Monarch Family Fun Fair  |  August 28, 2016, 1–4 p.m., Crystal Lake Main Beach. Free. www.hackmatacknwr.org

It’s Our River Day!  |  September 17, 2016, 1–4 p.m., Cornish Park in downtown Algonquin. www.algonquin.org/eco

Art of the Land  |  September 23 & 24, 2016, Art show and benefit at the Starline Factory, Harvard. For information 
and tickets, visit www.conserveMC.org.

Tap into Your Wild Side; a benefit for McHenry County Conservation District  |  October 1, 2016, 6–9:30 p.m., 
Glacial Park, Lost Valley Visitor Center, Live music, cocktails and hors d’oeuvres, raffles, and live and 
silent auctions. For tickets, visit www.mchenryconservation.org.

100 Oaks for 100 Years  |  October 15, 2016, 1–4 p.m., Lost Valley Visitor Center. Help plant oaks and enjoy music, 
stories, crafts, and food at our “OAKtober” planting party. Free event. www.mccdistrict.org

Green Living Expo at McHenry County College  |  November 5, 2016—Free! Interested in being a vendor? 
Visit the Sustainability Center website, www.mchenry.edu/green, or call (815) 479-7765 for registration details.

The Land Conservancy of McHenry County’s 26th Annual Celebration Brunch  |  January 29, 2017, D’Andrea 
Banquets, Crystal Lake. For information and tickets, visit www.conservemc.org.

Great Lakes Bioneers McHenry County Speaker Series  |  February 2017 
To borrow videos of past speakers and learn more about this season, visit www.mchenry.edu/bioneers.

Natural Landscaping Seminar  |  February 27, 2016. For details, visit www.thewppc.org.

For more event details, visit www.mchenry.edu/green or call the Sustainability Center at (815) 479-7765. To learn 
more about ongoing green classes or workshops, visit www.mchenry.edu/community or contact the MCC Continuing 
Education department. 
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The following places are drop-off locations for multiple materials. Please call ahead to verify accepted materials, 
fees (if required) and business hours.

DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

Aid Association for Lutherans Drop-Off 
(at Zion Lutheran Church, next to Jewel)
4206 W. Rt. 120, McHenry  |  (815) 385-2853

Items accepted: All types of paper, books, and 
aluminum cans.

Algonquin Township Road District 
3702 U.S. Hwy 14, Crystal Lake  |  (847) 639-2700, #6 
www.algtwsp.com

Monthly Specialized Program: Last Saturday of the 
month, March–October, 8 a.m.–Noon.
Items Accepted from Township Residents: 

•	 Electronics (NOTE: Limited to one TV/monitor per 
household per month!)

•	 Aerosol Paint
•	 Anti-freeze
•	 Batteries—Automobile, Marine, & Motorcycle
•	 Ferrous and non-ferrous metals
•	 Latex and Oil-Based Paint, Stain, and Varnish 

(Limit—up to ten containers and two five gallon 
buckets per household per month for residents. 
$2/container for excess quantities)

•	 Waste Motor Oil & Cooking Oil (Must be free of 
chlorinated solvents)

•	 Brush is accepted the entire weekend of the 
“Specialized Recycling” day

•	 Tires—special collection events scheduled, call first
Non-residents: May recycle all items listed above 
EXCEPT: TV’s & monitors. $2/container charge for all 
paints, stains and varnish. 

Daily Drop-Off Recycling: Available 24/7. Township 
Residents Only
Items Accepted from Township Residents:  

•	 Aluminum and metal cans
•	 Glass bottles and jars (green, brown, or clear)
•	 Plastic Bottles (Milk jugs, water jugs, pop and 

beverage bottles, laundry and household 
detergent bottles) 

•	 Newspaper; Cardboard; Magazines 
•	 Clothing

FREE TO ALL: 5 gallon buckets of remixed paint.

Prairieland Drop-Off Recycling Center
21988 N. Pepper Rd., Lake Barrington
(847) 381-9300  |  www.prairielanddisposal.com

Items Accepted: Cardboard, many types of batteries, 
food scraps, athletics shoes.

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County
(815) 338-0393  |  www.mcdef.org

When: 2nd Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.–Noon

The following locations are currently being scheduled: 
Crystal Lake, Huntley, Cary, Algonquin, Lake in the Hills, 
Johnsburg area, Marengo, Harvard. Please check the 
Defenders website (www.mcdef.org) or the Sustainability 
Center (www.mchenry.edu/green) for the locations of the 
recycling events.  

Items Accepted: Electronics (TVs & Monitors suggested 
donation of $.50/pound with a max of $30); clean 
styrofoam; reusable bubble wrap; fluorescent tubes; 
household batteries (both alkaline & rechargeable); car 
batteries; video and audio media (CDs, DVDs, 
cassettes & VHS). The suggested donation for this service 
is $.50/pound of batteries and $.50 each for 4 foot 
fluorescent tubes.

Nunda Township Road District
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake  |  (815) 459-4410 
www.nundaroaddistrict.com

Daily Drop-Off Recycling: Available 24/7. 
Township Residents Only
Items Accepted from Township Residents:  

•	 Cans—Aluminum and Metal
•	 Glass Bottles and Jars
•	 Plastic Bottles and Jugs
•	 Newspaper, Cardboard, and Magazines
•	 Landscape, Brush, Sticks and Branches
•	 Scrap Steel
•	 Paint—Latex and Oil Base—April 1–October 31
•	 Electronics (no TVs or Monitors)
•	 Light Bulbs
•	 Waste Oils
•	 Tires ON SATURDAYS ONLY 7 a.m.–Noon
•	 Styrofoam
•	 Clothes

McHenry County Department of Health Residential 
Electronics Recycling event 
Date is to be determined 
McHenry County Administration Building, 667 Ware 
Road, Woodstock. FREE residential electronics recycling 
for McHenry County residents. For more information, 
please visit www.mcdh.info or contact Kristy Hecke, 
McHenry County Solid Waste Manager, at (815) 334-4585 
or via e-mail at KLHecke@co.mchenry.il.us. 
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Algonquin Township Road District—Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700 x6  |  www.algtwsp.com
Accepted: Latex, oil-based paint, stain and varnish.
Not Accepted: Thinners or paint removers
All paint brought in for recycling MUST be brought 
to the facility on monthly specialized program last 
Saturday of the month, March–October, 8 a.m.–Noon.

•	 Residents: Up to 10 containers of paint (pints, 
quarts or gallons) and two five-gallon containers 
per household per month. $2 per container for 
additional volume. 

•	 Non-residents: $2 per container
Reusable paint that is brought in for recycling will 
be sorted by type and color. The paint will be mixed, 
strained and combined into 5-gallon containers and 
made available at no charge.

Bjorkman’s Ace Hardware—McHenry 
4520 W Crystal Lake Rd, McHenry
(815) 385-3660
Latex paint only—Fee

Earth Paints Collection Systems
(847) 231-6044  |  www.earthpaintscs.com
List of collection sites on website, 
latex paint only, fee.

Lloyd’s Paint N Paper
23 N. Williams St., Crystal Lake
(815) 459-1160  

114 N. Benton St., Woodstock
(815) 338-1180
Latex paint only—Fee if not purchased at Lloyds.

Marengo Township Road District
4010 N. Route 23, Marengo  |  (815) 568-8636
Paint recycling events from 8–11:30 a.m. on the 
following dates in 2016:
April 23, June 25 and September 24 
Both latex and oil-based paint are accepted. Free to 
township residents. Fee for non-residents.

Nunda Township Road District
3518 Bay Rd., Crystal Lake  |  (815)459-4410
www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Latex and oil-based paint accepted April–October from 
township residents only. 

Ziegler’s Ace Hardware Stores
www.zace.net

•	 6000 Northwest Hwy., Crystal Lake 
(815) 455-2510

•	 Cary Square Shopping Center, Cary 
(847) 516-0600

•	 481 N. Randall Rd., Lake In the Hills 
(847) 658-1783

•	 10420 Rt. 47, Huntley 
(847) 669-5222

Latex paint only—Fee.

Alternative Options for Disposing of Latex Paint 
Latex paint is a low toxic, water-based product. 
Once it is dried solid, simply knock out the solid clump 
into your regular garbage. The steel or plastic paint 
container with a small amount of dry residue can be 
recycled in your curbside collection.  

You can accelerate the drying process by: 
1.	 Adding cat litter or oil absorbent to the paint until 

it is dried solid
2.	 Leaving the paint can out in the sun (lid off) until 

it is dried solid

Consider donating unused paint to a neighbor, relative, 
community recycling event, or social service agency 
that might be able to use it. Be sure to transport paint 
in sealed, leak-proof containers.

The following locations accept paint for recycling. Spray paint, stains, and other paint related products (i.e. 
thinners) will not be accepted unless otherwise noted. (See the Household Hazardous Waste Section for 
information on how to dispose of these products and oil-based paint.) Commercial or contractor use of the 
program is prohibited. Most charge a fee based on quantity, so be sure to call first.  

PAINT

DID YOU KNOW?
Algonquin Township 

gives away free paint?  
Mon.–Fri. between 

9 a.m.–3 p.m.
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Call for hours and preparation. Some locations charge a fee. Most places require you to take back your container.

Algonquin Lube Express
(847) 458-8800
During business hours only.

Algonquin Township Road District—Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700 x6  |  www.algtwsp.com 
Accepted in a clear or opaque container.
Last Saturday of the month, March–October, 
8 a.m.–Noon.

Auto Tech Centers, Inc.
www.autotechcenters.com 
Fee. Four locations:

•	 4005 W. Elm St., McHenry 
(815) 385-7300  |  No Fee

•	 7101 Virginia Ave, Crystal Lake 
(815) 459-7300 

•	 681 S. Eastwood Dr., Woodstock 
(815) 338-5700

•	 10370 Route 47, Huntley 
(847) 802-4051

Auto Zone
www.autozone.com
Six McHenry Locations:

•	 3112 Three Oaks Rd., Cary 
(847) 462-1248

•	 6410 NW Hwy., CL 
(815) 788-8840

•	 11905 Kreutzer Rd., Huntley 
(847) 669-1678

•	 3 Crystal Lake Rd., Lake in the Hills 
(847) 458-0756

•	 4313 W. Elm, McHenry  
(815) 363-8529

•	 2075 S. Eastwood, Woodstock 
(815) 337-8775

Falcon Green Resources, Inc.—Harvard
(815) 334-8689  |  www.falconwasterecycling.com
Harvard Location—1st and 3rd Saturdays 9–11 a.m. 
No charge. 

Independent Auto Craft—Crystal Lake
(815) 455-4030  |  www.independentautocraft.com 
Five gallon quantities during business hours. 

Jiffy Lube
11601 Catalpa Lane, Woodstock
(815) 338-5823  |  www.jiffylube.com 

Lube Plus—Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4596  |  www.cllubeplus.com
During business hours only. 

McHenry Lube Express—McHenry
(815) 344-4443
No fee.

Northtown Auto Service and Tire Center—McHenry
(815) 363-2886  |  www.northtownautoservice.com 
Drop off during normal business hours only. 
Management reserves the right to limit or refuse 
products. 

Nunda Township Road District—Crystal Lake
3518 Bay Rd. Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410  |  www.nundaroaddistrict.com 
Must be in a clear plastic container and accepted by a 
road district employee. 

RS Used Oil Services Inc.
2500 Westward Dr., Spring Grove
(815) 675-1272  |  www.rsusedoil.com
Will pick up used motor oil. 100 gallon minimum. 

MOTOR OIL
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Batteries Plus Store—Crystal Lake
(815) 455-6400  |  www.batteriesplus.com 

Bjorkman’s Ace Hardware—McHenry
(815) 385-3660
4’ Tubes $.50 

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County 
(815) 338-0393  |  www.mcdef.org
When: 2nd Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.–Noon 
The following locations are currently being scheduled: 
Crystal Lake, Huntley, Cary, Algonquin, Lake in the 
Hills, Johnsburg area, Marengo, Harvard. Please 
check the Defenders Website (www.mcdef.org) or the 
Sustainability Center (www.mchenry.edu/green) for the 
locations of recycling drives.

Fluorecycle, Inc.
(815) 363-4411  |  www.fluorecycle.com 
Business only recycling of: fluorescent lamps, batteries 
and ballasts. 

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
(800) 558-1166  |  www.lamprecyclers.com 

Nunda Township Road District—Crystal Lake
3518 Bay Rd. Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410  |  www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Residents only. 

COMPACT FLUORESCENT BULBS (CFL)

To clean up a broken CFL, see the USEPA 
instructions at: www.epa.gov/cfl/cflcleanup.html 

Batteries Plus Store—Crystal Lake
(815) 455-6400  |  www.batteriesplus.com 

Bjorkman’s Ace Hardware—McHenry
(815) 385-3660
Free recycling of all CFL bulbs.

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County 
(815) 338-0393  |  www.mcdef.org
When: 2nd Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.–Noon 
The following locations are currently being scheduled: 
Crystal Lake, Huntley, Cary, Algonquin, Lake in the 
Hills, Johnsburg area, Marengo, Harvard. Please 
check the Defenders Website (www.mcdef.org) or the 
Sustainability Center (www.mchenry.edu/green) for the 
locations of recycling drives.

Everlights
(773) 734-9873  |  www.everlights.com
Fixtures, Lamp and Ballast Recycling. Fee.

Home Depot Stores
www.homedepot.com

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
(800) 558-1166  |  www.lamprecyclers.com
Fee.

Lowes Stores
www.lowes.com 

Nunda Township Road District—Crystal Lake
3518 Bay Rd. Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410  |  www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Residents only. 

Waste Management’s THINKGREEN from Home
Lights Bulbs Mail-in Option: 
www.wmlamptracker.com/v2/product_lamp.cfm 
General THINKGREEN website: 
www.thinkgreen.com 

FLUORESCENT TUBES
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ELECTRONICS, TVS & COMPUTERS

The IL Electronic Products and Recycling Act of 2012 bans certain electronics from landfills and requires them to 
be recycled. These products can contain hazardous chemicals that require special handling, as well as valuable 
metals that can be recycled. Electronics must be taken to an Illinois EPA-registered collector, recycler, or refurbisher 
who can accept these electronic devices for recycling. Certain electronics include, but are not limited to, TVs, 
computers, monitors, printers, DVD players, and video game consoles. Residential electronics may be set aside 
and taken to a special community event or to an approved electronics recycling drop-off location. For a list of 
Illinois EPA-registered Collectors, Recyclers and Refurbishers of Electronic Waste, visit www.epa.illinois.gov/
topics/waste-management/electronics-recycling/collectors-recyclers-refurbishers/index or see below. 

Please call first! Due to rapid changes taking place in this industry, PLEASE CALL FIRST to verify that a location 
listed below is still accepting items—especially TVs! At press time, many locations were no longer accepting TV’s!  

Electronics—Including TVs and Monitors:  

Algonquin Township Road District—Crystal Lake 
(847) 639-2700, #6  |  www.algtwsp.com
Last Saturday of each month March–October, 
8 a.m.–Noon. Limited to 1 TV or 1 Monitor per 
household per month. Township residents only. 
Call first.

Chicago Logistic Service—Elgin
(847) 429-1926  |  www.chicagologisticservice.com 
Fee. Call first.

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County 
(815) 338-0393  |  www.mcdef.org
When: 2nd Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.–Noon 
The following locations are currently being scheduled: 
Crystal Lake, Huntley, Cary, Algonquin, Lake in the 
Hills, Johnsburg area, Marengo, Harvard. Please 
check the Defenders Website (www.mcdef.org) or the 
Sustainability Center (www.mchenry.edu/green) for the 
locations of recycling drives.

Goodwill Stores
www.goodwill.org
Working flat screen TV’s only.

•	 Algonquin (847) 458-1762
•	 Crystal Lake (224) 333-0064
•	 Huntley (847) 669-9338
•	 McHenry (815) 385-3160

Marengo Township Road District—Marengo
(815) 568-8636  |  www.marengotownship.com
$.14 per pound donation. Call first.

Electronics Only (no TVs or monitors):

Algonquin Township Road District—Crystal Lake
(847) 639-2700 x6  |  www.algtwsp.com 
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Open to residents and 
non-residents. No commercial vendors!  

Best Buy Stores
www.bestbuy.com
(no small appliances)

•	 Algonquin (847) 458-5768
•	 Crystal Lake (815) 459-7874
•	 McHenry (815) 578-2039

Behr Iron & Metal—Woodstock
www.jbehr.com
Woodstock  |  (815) 206-5511  

Elgin Recycling—Crystal Lake, Elgin, Gilberts, 
Arlington Heights
(847) 741-4100  |  www.elginrecycling.com

Goodwill Stores
www.goodwill.org

•	 Crystal Lake (224) 333-0064
•	 Carpentersville (847) 426-2448
•	 Huntley (847) 669-9338
•	 Lake Zurich (847) 550-0769

McHenry Township—McHenry
(815) 385-3076  |  www.mchenrytownship.com
3rd Saturday of the month, April–Nov., 
8 a.m.–Noon (No September collection)
$10 donation for monitors. Township residents only.

MRK Group, LTD—Elgin
Last Friday of every month will accept up to 10 items no 
charge. Only TV’s under 32” accepted.

Nunda Township Road District—Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410  |  www.nundaroaddistrict.com
Township Residents Only. 

Staples—McHenry
(815) 363-0300  |  www.staples.com
Printers, monitors & keyboards only.
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Electronics—Computers Only:

Com2 Recycling Solutions
(877) 977-2662  |  www.com2computer.com

Computer Recycling Center
7510 Virginia Road, Crystal Lake
(815) 455-6300  |  www.computerrecyclingcenter.net

Dell Computer Recycling Program
(800) 915-3355  |  www.dell.com/recycling
www.reconnectpartnership.com 

Foxtronix Company 
(used Apple computer sales/service)
(815) 363-2024  |  www.homeandprostudio.com
 
Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
(800) 558-1166  |  www.lamprecyclers.com 

Longhair Computer Services
5318 US Hwy 14, Harvard
(815) 943-6990  |  www.longhaircomputers.com 
No monitors.

Northern Illinois Computer Exchange
(815) 569-2211  |  www.nicomputerexchange.com 

Goodwill—McHenry
(815) 385-3160 

Business Options:

HOBI International, Inc.—Batavia
(630) 761-0500  |  www.hobi.com

Lowe Enterprises Inc.—Cary
(847) 639-2775  |  www.loweenterprisesinc.com
Fee

Mail-In Programs:

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.
(800) 558-1166  |  www.lamprecyclers.com

Office Depot
www.officedepot.com/techrecycling

ELECTRONICS, TVS & COMPUTERS (CONTINUED)
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The best battery is a rechargeable which can be used many times before recycling. Several types of batteries can 
be recycled. The following key will help you determine where you can recycle your batteries. 

—Lead Acid (car battery)        —Alkaline        —Cell phone        —Rechargeable

BATTERIES: LEAD ACID, ALKALINE, CELLULAR 
AND RECHARGEABLE

Aid Association for Lutherans Drop-Off—McHenry
At Zion Lutheran Church (next to Jewel)  
Contact: Curtis Bremer at (815) 385-2853. No fee.

Algonquin Township Road District— 
Crystal Lake 
(847) 639-2700 x6  |  www.algtwsp.com 
Car, marine and motorcycle batteries
Last Saturday of the month, March–October, 
8 a.m.–Noon.

Auto Tech Centers, Inc. 
www.autotechcenters.com  
No fee. Four locations:

•	 4005 W. Elm St., McHenry 
(815) 385-7300 

•	 7101 Virginia Ave, Crystal Lake 
(815) 459-7300 

•	 681 S. Eastwood Dr., Woodstock 
(815) 338-5700

•	 10370 Route 47, Huntley 
(847) 802-4051 

B&O Used Auto 
(815) 895-6744 
No fee.

Batteries Plus Stores— 
Crystal Lake   
(815) 455-6400  |  www.batteriesplus.com
Fee.

Behr Woodstock—Woodstock    
(815) 206-5511  |  www.jbehr.com

Best Buy  
www.bestbuy.com/recycling 
Accepts rechargeable but not alkaline.

Bjorkman’s Ace Hardware—McHenry    
(815) 385-3660 
Alkaline—Fee of $1 per pound.

Call2Recycle   
Helpline (877) 723-1297 ext. 250
www.call2recycle.org
Recycles all rechargeable batteries—over 30,000 
collection sites available across the U.S. and Canada. 
Provides retailers with free materials and free shipping 
of batteries. Does not accept alkaline or non-
rechargeable batteries.

Chicago Logistic Service    
(847) 429-1926  |  www.chicagologisticservice.com
Accepted for a fee.  

Crystal Lake/Elgin Recycling—Crystal Lake  
(847) 741-4100  |  www.elginrecycling.com 

Day & Crawford Scrap Metal—Crystal Lake 
(815) 459-7751  
No fee.

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County: 
Recycling    
(815) 338-0393  |  www.mcdef.org
When: 2nd Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.–Noon 
The following locations are currently being scheduled: 
Crystal Lake, Huntley, Cary, Algonquin, Lake in the 
Hills, Johnsburg area, Marengo, Harvard. Please 
check the Defenders Website (www.mcdef.org) or the 
Sustainability Center (www.mchenry.edu/green) for the 
locations of recycling drives.

Falcon Green Resources, Inc.—Harvard 
(815) 334-8689  |  www.falconwasterecycling.com
Harvard Location—1st and 3rd Saturdays 9–11 a.m. Fee. 

Farm & Fleet Co. 
11501 Route 14, Woodstock 
(815) 338-2549 

Independent Auto Craft—Crystal Lake 
(815) 455-4030  |  www.independentautocraft.com
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Interstate Batteries of Fox River Valley   
(847) 487-1009  |  www.interstatebatteries.com
All batteries including: lead-acid batteries and 
rechargeable (Ni-Cd, NiMH) batteries, lithium ion/
lithium polymer batteries. Alkaline recycled for a cost of 
$.30/lb. 

Lamp Recyclers, Inc.    
(800) 558-1166  |  www.lamprecyclers.com
 
Lowe Enterprises Inc.—Cary 
(847) 639-2775  |  www.loweenterprisesinc.com 
Fee. 

Northtown Auto Service and Tire Center— 
McHenry 
(815) 363-2886  |  www.northtownautoservice.com 
Drop-off during normal business hours only. Reserve the 
right to limit or refuse products. No fee.

NTB—National Tire & Battery 
5201 US Hwy 14, Crystal Lake
(815) 477-4440  |  www.ntb.com
No fee.

S&B Hauling—Crystal Lake 
(815) 459-7485
Fee.

T & C Metals—Crystal Lake 
(815) 459-4445  |  www.tandcmetalco.com

THE JUNK MAN—Huntley  
(847) 347-1160  |  peanut9916@msn.com 

Waste Management’s 
THINKGREEN from Home 
Battery Mail-In Option: 
www.wmlamptracker.com/v2/product_battery.cfm 
General THINKGREEN website: 
www.thinkgreen.com

Ziegler’s Ace Hardware Stores 
www.zace.net

•	 6000 Northwest Hwy., Crystal Lake 
(815) 455-2510

•	 Cary Square Shopping Center, Cary 
(847) 516-0600

•	 481 N. Randall Rd., Lake In the Hills 
(847) 658-1783

•	 10420 Rt. 47, Huntley 
(847) 669-5222

Rechargeable batteries only.

BATTERIES: LEAD ACID, ALKALINE, CELLULAR 
AND RECHARGEABLE

DID YOU KNOW?
Do not place plastic bags in your 

curbside recycling! They ARE 
recyclable but only at grocery store 

drop boxes. Examples of what 
can go in the drop boxes: grocery 
and retail bags, produce bags, dry 

cleaning bags, paper towel and 
toilet paper plastic wrap, newspaper 

sleeves, Ziploc bags, clear bread 
bags, and cracker and cereal box 

bags. Check with your store if 
you have any questions.

DID YOU KNOW?
Most cell phone stores 

will take cellular batteries. 
Many local stores accept 
rechargeable batteries. 

For locations, go to 
www.rbrc.org



12  |  MCC SUSTAINABILITY CENTER  |  WWW.MCHENRY.EDU/GREEN  |  (815) 479-7765 

APPLIANCES 

Large appliances are banned from landfills in Illinois. Many stores will pick up your old appliance for recycling when 
they deliver the new one. For refrigerators, freezers and other freon-bearing appliances, proof of proper Freon 
removal may be required prior to recycling. Fees may apply—check with waste hauler.  

1-800-GOT-JUNK?
www.1800gotjunk.com
Pick-up service for a fee.  

Behr Woodstock
(815) 206-5511  |  www.jbehr.com 

Best Buy Stores—Multiple Locations
815-459-7874  |  www.bestbuy.com/recycling
Pick up when new appliance is purchased and 
delivered.

Brothers Junk Removal and Deconstruction 
(815) 600-6697  |  www.brothersjunkremoval.com 

Elgin Recycling—Crystal Lake, Elgin, Gilberts, 
Arlington Heights
(847) 741-4100  |  www.elginrecycling.com 

Falcon Green Resources, Inc.— 
Harvard and Woodstock
(815) 334-8689  |  www.falcongreenresources.com

Goodwill Industries
(847) 742-9905  |  www.goodwill.org
Carpentersville—drop off only.

Gulgren Appliance—Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4380  |  www.gulgren.com
Pick up when new appliance is purchased and 
delivered.

Habitat for Humanity—Elgin ReStore
(847) 742-9905  |  www.restoreelgin.org
Will pick up appliances less than 8 years old in working 
order for resale.

Habitat for Humanity—Lake County ReStore
(847) 249-3160  |  www.habitatlc.org/restore  
Call first. No pick up in McHenry County.
Must work & be less than 10 yrs. old.

Habitat for Humanity—McHenry County ReStore—
Woodstock
(815) 334-0500  |  www.habitatmchenry.org
No dishwashers. Will pick up working appliances. 

THE JUNK MAN
(847) 347-1160  

Lowe Enterprises Inc.—Cary
(847) 639-2775  |  loweenterprisesinc.com

Prairieland Disposal & Recycling—Lake Barrington
(847) 381-9300  |  www.prairielanddisposal.com

S&B Hauling
(815) 459-7485

Salvation Army Pick-ups
(847) 662-7730  |  www.usc.salvationarmy.org
Picks up working appliances. No dishwashers.

Thompson’s Appliance—Woodstock
(815) 338-5611  |  www.thompsonsappliance.net
Fee.

Wahl Appliance Center—Lakemoor
(815) 385-1872
Fee. Call for appointment.

Vietnam Veterans of America
(708) 371-4418  |  www.vvadonations.com
Must be in working condition.
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POLYSTYRENE (STYROFOAM)

Village of Algonquin: Public Works
110 Meyer Drive
(847) 658-2754  |  www.algonquin.org

Algonquin Township Road District
3702 US Highway 14, Crystal Lake
www.alqtwsp.com

Environmental Defenders of McHenry County 
(815) 338-0393  |  www.mcdef.org
When: 2nd Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.–Noon 
The following locations are currently being scheduled: 
Crystal Lake, Huntley, Cary, Algonquin, Lake in the 
Hills, Johnsburg area, Marengo, Harvard. Please 
check the Defenders Website (www.mcdef.org) or the 
Sustainability Center (www.mchenry.edu/green) for the 
locations of recycling drives.

Lakewood Village Hall
2500 Lake Avenue
(815) 459-3025  |  www.village.lakewood.il.us

Lakewood Public Works Garage
6570 Haligus Road, Lakewood
(815) 459-3025

Nunda Township Road District—Crystal Lake
3518 Bay Rd. Crystal Lake
(815) 459-4410  |  www.nundaroaddistrict.com

Village of Barrington Hills
112 Algonquin Rd.
(847) 551-3000  |  www.barringtonhills-il.gov

Local UPS shipping stores accept packing 
peanuts for reuse free of charge.  

This is the recycling symbol you will find on polystyrene plastics. Although most often associated 
with “styrofoam,” polystyrene can also come in many other forms, such as clear plastic food 
containers and beverage cups. All colors and sizes will be accepted at below listings. Please 
make sure it is clean.



14  |  MCC SUSTAINABILITY CENTER  |  WWW.MCHENRY.EDU/GREEN  |  (815) 479-7765 

Permanent HHW Collection Sites 
(Residential use only):  

Goose Island Facility—Chicago
1150 N. Branch St.  |  (312) 744-7672
Hosts a latex paint swap.

Public Works Naperville
1971 Brookdale Rd., Naperville
(630) 420-4190
9 a.m.–2 p.m., Saturday & Sunday, except
holidays. No latex paint accepted.

Rock River Reclamation District—Rockford
3333 Kishwaukee St., Rockford
(779) 348-7300
Saturdays: 8 a.m.–3:30 p.m. and 
Sundays: Noon–3:30 p.m. except holidays
Call ahead for hours and more info. No latex 
paint accepted.

Solid Waste Agency of Lake County—Gurnee
(847) 336-9340  |  www.swalco.org
Call ahead for an appointment and collection 
dates (household chemical collection events 
listed on website).

Accepted HHW Items:
•	 All aerosol products (spray paint, hair 

spray, etc.) 
•	 Motor oil, antifreeze, gas, brake fluid, etc. 
•	 Asbestos-containing products 
•	 Batteries: Lithium, NI-CAD, Metal Hydride 

Batteries (NO ALKALINE) 
•	 Drain cleaners, household cleaners, 

metal polishes 
•	 Driveway sealers, deck sealers and cleaners, paint 

removers 
•	 Fertilizer, herbicide, pesticide, insecticide 
•	 Compact fluorescent lamps and tubes 
•	 Solvents: Mineral spirits, kerosene, 

thinners, sealers 
•	 Mercury (thermometers, thermostats, etc.) 
•	 Oil-based paints, stains, varnishes, sealers 
•	 Pool chemicals 
•	 Personal care products: Cosmetics, shampoos, 

nail polish, etc. 
•	 Medications: Over-the-counter and prescription 

(people and pet)

Unacceptable Items:
•	 Business, commercial or institutional wastes 
•	 Agricultural chemicals 
•	 Alkaline batteries (see battery section) 
•	 DEA controlled substances (DEA site or call 

(312) 353-7875 
•	 Explosives and ammunition 
•	 Fire extinguishers 
•	 Fireworks 
•	 Household electronics (see electronics section)
•	 Latex paint (See Paint section in Green Guide)
•	 Lead acid batteries 
•	 Propane tanks 
•	 Medical wastes, sharps/needles 
•	 Smoke and carbon monoxide detectors 
•	 Tires

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 

Household hazardous waste (HHW) refers to a wide variety of fertilizers, pesticides, chemical cleaners, oil, paints, 
stains, auto fluids, and other toxic materials used by residents. Residents should bring their household hazardous 
waste to an Illinois EPA-approved HHW drop-off location. There are four permanent locations in northern Illinois 
that are open to Illinois residents at no additional cost. If you have residential household hazardous waste to 
transport, please consider the following safer transport guidelines:  

•	 Keep HHW in their original containers. Do not mix any substances together.
•	 Transport the waste in a clean, dry plastic container or plastic lined cardboard box and place in the trunk of 

your vehicle.
The closest facilities are listed below. Residential use only. For information on additional sites, please visit: 
www.epa.illinois.gov/topics/waste-management/waste-disposal/household-hazardous-waste/collections/index

DID YOU KNOW?
Residents of some areas in 
Kane county can schedule a 

pickup of HHW—call 
(800) 449-7587 or go to 

www.WMAtYourDoor.com  



2016 MCHENRY COUNTY RECYCLING DIRECTORY  |  15

Expired and unwanted medicines can pose a hazard to the environment and to public safety if they are not 
properly disposed of. Safer disposal alternatives of expired/unwanted prescription and over-the-counter 
medications are available, which will reduce the volume of solid waste entering landfills, help to protect our 
environment, and minimize incidents of accidental or intentional overdose. Residents can properly dispose of 
expired and unused medications at the locations listed below. Do not flush medicine down the toilet! Many area 
police departments are in the process of adding new programs, so if you do not see your local department listed, 
please call for up-to-date information.

For Sharps, needles, or syringes, see box below. For thermometers, see Household Hazardous Waste for disposal 
options.  

Special Collection Day!
The DEA National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 30, 2016 from 10 a.m.–2 
p.m. (Participating local law enforcement agencies & 
additional event information is available at 
www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/takeback/
index.html)

Cary Police Department
654 Village Hall Dr.
(847) 639-2341
Drop box in lobby.  

Crystal Lake Police Department
100 W. Woodstock St.
(815) 356-3620
Drop box in lobby.  

Fox River Grove Police Department
305 Illinois St.
(847) 639-2411  |  www.foxrivergrove.org
Drop off Monday–Friday 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Huntley Police Department
10911 Main St.
(847) 515-5311
Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–5 p.m.
Drop box in lobby. Place in clear ziplock bag.

Johnsburg Police Department
3611 Chapel Hill Rd.
(815) 385-6024  |  www.johnsburg.org
Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
Drop box in lobby. No loose pills.

Lake in the Hills Police Department
1115 Crystal Lake Rd.
(847) 658-5676
Drop box in lobby.

McHenry County Sheriff’s Department
2200 N. Seminary Ave., Woodstock
(815) 338-2144
Drop box in Corrections Area lobby.

Spring Grove Police Department
70401 Meijer Rd.
(815) 334-4298
Monday–Friday 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
Drop box in lobby.

Village of Lakewood Public Works Department
(815) 459-3025  |  www.village.lakewood.il.us
Monday–Friday, 7 a.m.–3 p.m.
Residents only.

Walgreens (Select locations)
www.walgreens.com
24 hour kiosks. 

Woodstock Police Department
656 Lake Ave.
(815) 338-2131
Drop box in lobby. Available 24/7.

Need to Dispose of Sharps (i.e. needles, syringes 
and lancets)? Here are some options for safe, 
legal disposal: 

•	 Check with your healthcare provider to see if 
they offer a program

•	 Check out “Recycling from A to Z” at www.
mchenry.edu/green for a list of fee based mail-
back programs

•	 As a last resort, sharps can be placed in a rigid, 
puncture-resistant container (such as a coffee 
container or laundry bottle) with a tape secured 
lid for disposal in your regular trash pickup.  
Please clearly label the container: “Do Not 
Recycle-Used Sharps.” Never place used sharps 
in your recycling container.

MEDICATIONS



Interested in recycling any of these items? Go to www.mchenry.edu/green and click on the 2016 searchable PDF 
listing of Recycling A to Z.

Still not finding it? Call the Sustainability Center at (815) 479-7765.

•	 Asphalt
•	 Autos
•	 Bicycles
•	 Binoculars
•	 Blankets
•	 Boats
•	 Books
•	 Brush, yard waste
•	 Bubblewrap
•	 Cameras
•	 Carpet
•	 Cartridges
•	 CDs
•	 Cellular Phones

•	 Cleaning products
•	 Clothing, shoes
•	 Concrete
•	 Construction Materials—

concrete, roofing shingles, 
vinyl siding

•	 Cork
•	 Crayons
•	 Driveway sealant
•	 Eyeglasses
•	 Fire Extinguishers
•	 Flags
•	 Furniture
•	 Grease, Kerosene

•	 Hearing Aids
•	 Mattresses
•	 Medical equipment
•	 Metal
•	 Pallets
•	 Propane tanks
•	 Tennis Balls
•	 Thermostats
•	 Tires
•	 Transmission Fluid
•	 Videotapes
•	 Water heaters

Marchi Fund Advisory Committee

•	 Dwight Dalton, Waste Reduction Committee, 
Environmental Defenders of McHenry County

•	 Barb Day, Waste Reduction Committee, 
Environmental Defenders of McHenry County

•	 Karen Dombrowski, Educator, McHenry County 
Schools Environmental Education Program

•	 Bethany Gola, Director, McHenry County Schools  
Environmental Education Program

•	 Kim Hankins, Director, MCC Sustainability Center
•	 Kristy Hecke, McHenry County Solid Waste 

Manager, McHenry County Dept. of Health
•	 Carol Larson, MCC Trustee Emeritus
•	 Beverly Meuch, community member
•	 Bob Miller, Highway Commissioner, 

Algonquin Township
•	 Tish Powell, Sustainability Specialist, MCC
•	 Brenda Stiff, Friends of MCC Foundation
•	 Molly Walsh, MCC trustee

McHenry County Green Guide 
Friends & Supporters

•	 Chris & Laurie Jenner
•	 Lois & Rick Johnson
•	 JoAnn Wedin
•	 Nancy Loomis
•	 Kim & Mark Hankins
•	 Northwest Herald
•	 Ken Santowski
•	 Molly and Bob Walsh

THANK YOU

OTHER ITEMS

How to help/get involved

To make a donation to support the MCC 
Sustainability Center and its efforts, please contact 
the friends of the MCC Foundation, (815) 455-8721 
or www.mchenry.edu/supportmcc.

To get involved with one or more of the MCC 
Sustainability initiatives, please contact Kim Hankins 
at (815) 479-7817 or Tish Powell at (815) 470-7765.

Special thanks to Andrew Nuno, Sustainability 
Center Student Assistant


