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MINUTES

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AWARENESS COMMISSION
January 4, 2016
City Council Chambers
The regular meeting of the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission of the City of Woodstock was called to order by Chairperson Laura Crain at 4:31PM on Monday, January 4, 2016, in the Council Chambers at City Hall.   
A roll call was taken.
COMMISION MEMBERS PRESENT:  W. Donato, J. Hudson, J. Rivera, I. Sagrado, and L. Crain.

COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:  None. 
STAFF PRESENT: Human Resources Director Deb Schober 
Others Present: City Clerk Cindy Smiley
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment forthcoming.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion by W. Donato, second by J. Rivera, to approve the minutes of the October 5, 2015 meeting as presented.

A roll call vote was taken.  Ayes:  W. Donato, J. Hudson, J. Rivera, I. Sagrado, and Chairperson L. Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Motion carried.

DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Sister City 

J.  Rivera reported that he is working with Mayor Sager to obtain dates from the office of the Mayor of Zacatecas for representatives from that city to come to Woodstock.  He also noted there is a possibility that Woodstock representatives will visit Guadalupe/Zacatecas within the next three months, noting District 200 Superintendent Moan is interested in attending.  Mr. Rivera stated Mayor Sager and Superintendent Moan will decide who else will attend, but it is possible the group will include the Presidents of Aurora University and Rockford College.

B. Bagless Community Project
Chairperson L. Crain reminded the Commission that there will be a joint meeting with the Environmental Commission this Thursday, January 7 at 6:00PM concerning this project.  She noted members will receive an e-mail that will include sample proclamations for BYOBag month.  It was determined that increasing the number of Cultural and Social Awareness Commission meetings will be dependent upon the tasks necessary for the Bagless Project with no need to duplicate the work of the Environmental Commission or the joint Commissions.
C. Homelessness in Woodstock
L. Crain reminded the Commission that the Mayor conducted a roundtable to bring together providers and individuals interested in the issue of homelessness in Woodstock.  It was noted that Woodstock has its own community of homeless individuals and also that other homeless individuals come to Woodstock because it is the location of several agencies which provide services.

L. Crain noted that different groups involved in the roundtable volunteered for different parts of the project, and it was thought that the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission could undertake the task of creating a guide to services that might be passed out to the homeless community.  She noted that this would be a laminated, card-size document that would include not only the names and phone numbers of the agencies, but also a brief description of what services are provided by those agencies.  She stated that representatives of the Housing Authority and the Home of the Sparrow are interested in working with the Commission to develop a comprehensive guide.  A brief discussion follow of the differences between the proposed guide and the People in Need Guide that is already available, with it being noted the PIN guide can be difficult to navigate and is too large to be easily carried by a homeless individual.
In response to comments from J. Hudson, L. Crain noted it is part of a long-term plan to have service providers actually come to the homeless to perform some type of intake for services while the guide being discussed is part of a more short-term solution to service provision and is a more immediate step.

L. Crain also stated she would like to talk with people who are now in the two-year program with PADS to ask them what material would have helped them at the beginning.

A brief discussion ensued concerning the number of homeless in Woodstock with it being noted that the numbers compiled tend to be County-wide and are quite fluid.
D. New Americans Initiative
There was no update on this project.  L. Crain stated she will attempt to contact Janelle Crowley to discuss how this project was previously conducted.
E. Text a Tip
L. Crain detailed for the Commission the Text a Tip Program which provides individuals, particularly youth, with the opportunity to text a number which will connect them with a mental health professional should they need one for any number of issues.  She provided statistics on its usage and asked about the possibility of placing this information on the City’s web page.

C. Smiley stated it may be possible to place the information on the page as a news release for a time to let people know the program is available and then to place information as to how to use the program in the “How Do I?” section of the web page.

It was the consensus of the Commission that the City Administration be asked to put this information on the City’s web page.

F. QPR Training for Community
L. Crain stated she requested this item be placed on the agenda to explore whether the City wishes to promote and provide the QPR suicide-awareness training.  She noted that she and D. Schober have been trained to provide such training and could reach out to others who have been similarly trained also.  She stated that training is currently being provided to groups which are closed to the public and her feeling that individuals should be provided with the opportunity to take the training also.

D. Schober stated her feeling that the training is meant to start with clergy, teachers, police officers, EMTs, and fire fighters and that it is premature for the City to offer the training to the public.  She noted the aforementioned groups should be trained and engaged first and that it was her commitment to train the Police Department and WFRD which has not yet taken place.

In response to a question from L. Crain, D. Schober noted that it would not be appropriate for the City’s HR Director to provide this training to the public and the training she will be conducting will be closed for police and fire professionals and will be handled differently.  In response to further inquiries, Ms. Schober stated she does not know if the training will be provided to additional employees.

Discussion followed of whether school districts and their guidance counselors and social workers have been provided with this training.

Following further discussion of the training program, it was the consensus that L. Crain will discuss this issue with the organizers of the QPR program further.  In the meantime, she encouraged everyone to go to the Mental Health Board’s web page and access information on the QPR Program.

OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS
J. Hudson urged everyone to be aware of and alert to any rhetoric and “hate speech” which may result from recent incidents in the national news and also from comments made by national political candidates.

In response to a question from W. Donato, D. Schober stated she is not aware of any increase in slurs or graffiti in Woodstock.  In response to further questioning, C. Smiley stated her opinion that most residents of the City are tolerant of those that are different from them and that the tolerance level has actually increased in the past few years, with most people now regarding each other as neighbors.  She further stated that the Woodstock Police Department does an excellent job in fostering this tolerance.

J. Rivera noted that Mayor Sager talks with everyone and is engaged with all segments of the community which helps to make this a wonderfully diverse community.

ADJOURN
Motion by J. Rivera, second by J. Hudson, to adjourn this meeting of the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission to the Joint Cultural and Social Awareness Commission/Environmental Commission meeting at 6:00PM on Thursday, January 7, 2016 in the Council Chambers at Woodstock City Hall.  Ayes:  W. Donato, J. Hudson, J. Rivera, I. Sagrado, and L. Crain.  Nays:  none. Absentees:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 5:28PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Smiley

City Clerk

