MINUTES

CITY OF WOODSTOCK

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AWARENESS COMMISSION
November 20, 2012
The Special Meeting of the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission of the City of Woodstock was called to order at 10:30AM on Tuesday, November 20, 2012, by Chairperson Laura Crain in the Council Chambers at Woodstock City Hall, 121 West Calhoun, Woodstock, Illinois.  Notice of this Special Meeting was posted at Woodstock City Hall 48 hours in advance of the meeting.  All Commissioners were notified of this Special Meeting.  The media was notified of this Special Meeting.  A roll call was taken by Chief Deputy Clerk Cindy Smiley.

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:, John Hudson, Ivy Sagrado, and Chairperson Laura Crain. 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Jose Rivera
OTHERS PRESENT:  Director Deborah Schober and Chief Deputy City Clerk Cindy Smiley.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by L. Crain, second by J. Hudson, to approve the minutes of the September 26, 2012 meeting as presented.  Ayes:  Hudson, Sagrado, and Chairperson Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees: Rivera.  Abstentions:  None.    Motion carried.
Motion by J. Hudson, second by L. Crain, to approve the minutes of the October 12, 2012 meeting as present.  Ayes:  Hudson, Sagrado, and Chairperson Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees:  Rivera.  Abstentions:  None.  Motion carried.
MODEL ORDINANCES
L. Crain briefly explained the history behind the creation of the Model Ordinances stating that one of the foci of the Underage Task Force is that our youth have too much access to drugs and alcohol.  Research was conducted by the Task Force and also by the law firm of Zukowski, Rogers, Flood, & McArdle and by the State’s Attorney and the ordinances were created.  They were then presented to the Mayors’ Caucus of the McHenry County Council of Governments for their review and recommendations.  The ordinances are now ready to be considered by the governing bodies of the various governmental bodies in the Council.  The purpose is to have unified ordinances with the same language which can be enforced by all of the various law enforcement agencies.
Mayor Sager wishes the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission to review the ordinances and make a recommendation to the City Council for passage.

Ms. Crain also noted that the City of Woodstock already has a Keg Tagging Ordinance in place, as well as a signage ordinance and a social host component but not separate ordinance.  The City does not have an ordinance dealing with synthetic drugs.  

Again, the goal is to have uniform ordinances which can be enforced county-wide.

Keg Tagging Model Ordinance
L. Crain explained how the keg tagging process is working in the City of Woodstock, including the fact that it has already proven helpful in the prosecution of an individual who supplied alcohol to minors.

Motion by J. Hudson, second by L. Crain, to recommend to the City Council passage of the Keg Tagging Model Ordinance as presented.  Ayes:  Hudson, Sagrado, and Chairperson Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees:  Rivera.  Abstentions:  none.  Motion carried.

Social Hosting Model Ordinance
L. Crain explained that state law allows a parent to provide alcohol in the home to his or her own child.  The proposed ordinance is very specific to minors who are not the host’s child or children.  In addition, the ordinance would allow minors to consume alcohol as part of a religious ceremony.
Motion by J. Hudson, second by I. Sagrado, to recommend to the City Council passage of the Social Hosting Model Ordinance as presented.  Ayes:  Hudson, Sagrado, and Chairperson Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees:  Rivera.  Abstentions:  none.  Motion carried.

Alcohol and Tobacco Sign Limitation Model Ordinance
L. Crain briefly explained the parameters of this proposed ordinance.  A typo was noted.

Motion by I. Sagrado, second by L. Crain, to recommend to the City Council passage of the Alcohol and Tobacco Sign Limitation Model Ordinance as corrected.  Ayes:  Hudson, Sagrado, and Chairperson Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees:  Rivera.  Abstentions:  none.  Motion carried.

Synthetic Drug Model Ordinance
A brief discussion ensued of the various synthetic drugs covered by this proposed ordinance.

Motion by J. Hudson, second by L. Crain, to recommend to the City Council passage of the Synthetic Drug Model Ordinance as presented.  Ayes:  Hudson, Sagrado, and Chairperson Crain.  Nays:  none.  Absentees:  Rivera.  Abstentions:  none.  Motion carried.

GOOD NEIGHBOR BROCHURES
Chairperson Crain stated that she wished to start a conversation concerning what brochures could be added or what additional brochures are needed which could be created by the Commission.  She noted that most of the examples provided do not have anything to do with being a good neighbor as related to the Commission’s efforts.  She would like to see brochures created which would help people develop a consciousness of maintaining neighborliness in the city.
Discussion followed of translating these brochures into Spanish, and it was noted that there currently is no translation budget.  Discussion also followed of placement of the brochure.  It was the consensus of the Commission that there should be space dedicated in City Hall for the Good Neighbor brochures and other information which might be useful or interesting.

L. Crain stated she feels a good first brochure would be a listing of the key numbers that people may need to get assistance, including financial, legal, social, etc.  J. Hudson stated he has a listing of some numbers which he will bring to the next meeting to be used as a basis to start.

L. Crain asked the Commission members to think of other topics for brochures.  She would like to concentrate on two to get started, with one being the aforementioned resource list.  

J. Hudson suggested developing a brochure providing demographic information and highlighting the positive aspects of having a culturally diverse community.   This could include racial and economic data and be a snapshot of “what we really look like.”  

Chairperson Crain asked the members to bring information to the next meeting to begin creating the resource guide and also ideas about how to approach the diversity topic.  It is her feeling that the resource guide can be completed rather quickly but that it will take more time to develop the other brochure.

ZACATECAS UPDATE
As Jose Rivera was absent, there was no update on Zacatecas.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion by L. Crain, second by I. Sagrado,, to adjourn this Special Meeting of the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission to the next regular meeting on Tuesday, January 15, 2012 at 10:30AM.  Ayes:  I. Sagrado, J. Hudson, and Chairperson L. Crain.  Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  Absentees: J. Rivera.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 11:37AM
Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Smiley

Chief Deputy Clerk

